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c. A Thought for
Each Day

Sabbath, January 16. A new com-
mandment I give unto you, That ye
love one another, even as I have lov-
ed you, that ye also love one another.
John 13:34; 15:12.

-~ @ Amongst professing Christians there
15 a certain oneness of belief and feel-
wghg of brotherhood, but Christ’s heav-
ly love is often lacking, and we do
3 9 mot bear one another’s burdens, or
ve others heartily. Pray that you
may love your fellow-believers with
. = Zhe same love with which Christ loved
you!—Andrew Murray.

Monday, January 17. Himself took
our infirmities, and bare our sick-
nesses. Matthew 8:17.

I think that our Lord must have
been specially sensitive to the appeal
of pain, because he did not wait for
stricken folk to cry out to Him: His
healing energy went out to them be-
fore they asked for it. Our Lord never
disparaged the body or made light of
its pain. The body was a sacred thing
to Him. To minister to it was part of
His ecalling.—J. D. Jones.

whole,

be shown

TN

In The Furnace

He that from dross would win the precious ore
Bends o’er the crucible an earnest eye,
The subtle searching process to explore,
Lest the one brilliant moment should pass by
When, in the molten silver’s virgin mass
He meets his pictured face as in a glass.

Thus in God’s furnace are His people tried;
Thrice happy they who to the end endure.
But who the fiery trial may abide?
Who from the crucible come forth so pure,
That He whose eyes of flame look through the

May see His image perfect in the soul?

Not with an evanescent glimpse alone,
As in that mirror the refiner’s face;
But, stamped with heaven’s broad signet, there

Immanuel’s features, full of truth and grace;
And round that seal of love, this motto be,
“Not for a moment, but— ETERNITY.”

HELPS FOR WEEK OF JANUARY 16 -22
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A NEW YEAR'S LETTER

This is both a New Year’s Letter and an Old
Year’s Letter; and, in both cases and above all,
a letter from a friend. It is an Old Year’s Let-
ter because we are never in a proper frame of
mind or condition of soul to go forward into new
opportunities and responsibilities until we have
looked behind us and have taken stock of the
successes and failures there and the reason for
them. And, seeing those successes and failures,
have resolved anew, most earnestly, that by God’s
grace we will do better next year than our best
of last year has reached and that, God helping us,
we will not fail where we failed before. We pro-
pose to learn fully that old lesson concerning the
possibilities there are in “the life that is Christ
Jesus”: Abiding in Him we shall not fail nor be
discouraged.

It is a New Year’s Letter because we should
not live in the past nor be satisfied with attain-
ments or accomplishments that are behind us;
nor should we be discouraged or disconsolate at
the failures there, but rather look forward that
we may see hew possibilities ahead, new achieve-
ments, new victories of soul, new developments
of character for life-building and for service and
new visions for Christ-like living. So today I ask
you to look both backward and forward—back-
ward for the knowledge of experience and new
resolves; forward with new hope, assurance and
high purpose.

But there is one more direction in which I ask
you to look with me and this look must be in
connection with both the backward and the for-
ward glance. This other direction in which we are
to look, as you have no doubt already guessed, is
upward. A guide lost in the woods at night be-
gan looking through the trees into the sky. When
asked” why he looked there he answered that if
he could find his path in the sky he could find
his path on the ground. He was looking for his
guide star. It is just as true in life’s journey
as in that woods journey. We are dependent on
our Guide Star. If we keep right with Heaven
wie shall keep right with earth. If we keep right
with God we shall keep right with men. I have
read a saying something like this: If you would
be troubled, look about you; if you would be dis-
tracted, look at others; if you would be at peace,
look up. )

If we look at our sins and failures and mistakes
from God’s side then we are kept from wrong
pride in them, and yet may feel a proper joy
because of them. If we look ahead into the dif-
ficulties and testings, the opportunities and the
possibilities that we will surely meet—look ahead
into life from| God’s presence—then the future
will look bright and hopeful. Those wonderful
possibilities will surely be ours in fulfilment;
those exceedingly great responsibilities will, as
the months pass and the toil and love and prayers
go into the planting, increase into harvests many
fold; those untraveled and mysterious paths and
experiences that we see stretching ahead of us

will, in the realization of them, bring us neither
fear nor dread but the joy of anticipation, for we
know we are to travel that way and meet those
experiences by the Savigur’s side. ’

That is what made life so full and rich and
blessed for Abraham. All of life here for him
wias a journey by his Heavenly friend’s side. And
before him there was always the Heavenly City
and the Eternal Home. This world and this life
offers nothing better or grander than that. The
doing of God’s will was his life-business and his
grandest possible success was summed up wholly
in this that he might be like his Father in Heaven.
And any life that has Christ’s Presence for com-
panionship and God’s plan for a life plan and
God’s smile as an only-to-be-desired reward, will,
as truly as Abraham of long ago, be full and rich
and blessed and happy and will know that peace
that passeth understanding.

As your friend, I can wish you nothing better
or greater than that you should know the unbro-
ken consciousness of Christ’s presence through-
out the whole of the coming year. May that gift
and that joy be yours in a continuous and ever
deepening realization. May you be kept ever close
to Him and be made constantly able to do His
blessed and wise will, and may you know now and
forever and forever His Peace.

With much love and prayer I send you each one
this personal letter. Let us love one another this
vear with a deeper, truer love than we have ever
known before, for love is of God and it is by the
love of the brethren for one another that the
world recognizes us as God’s people. Let us put
away every other feeling and love one another,
especially those whom we have not loved as we
should, even as God for Christ’s sake has loved
us. O. F. T.

“Where lies the land to which our ship must go?
Far, far, ahead is all her seamen know.

And where the land she travels from? Away,
Far, far behind is all that they can say.”
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A Hospital Vacation

By J. G. McELHINNEY, D.D.

There are some inestimable advantages, believe
it .or not, in a hospital vacation.

Now, “dear brother,” do not begin to imagine
that you have a pain under your “clerical vest,”
and do not decide to call the ambulance until you
have counted the cost. But after you have con-
sidered the matter carefully you may decide to
call your surgeon and have him recommend at
least a few days in the hospital for rest and ob-
servation.

The time for annual church meeting was fast
approaching. Our plans were almost complete
for the journey. Tires for the car had been pur-
chased, stopping places arranged, speaking en-
gagements had been made and hopes and enthusi-
asm were running high,

In the middle of these plans and expectations,
like a thunder-cloud sweeping down from the
mountains, sickness dropped upon me suddenly.
A doctor, blood tests, consultations, a hurried am-
bulance trip to the hospital, an emergency opera-
tion, life in the balance, prayer meetings held,
gentle ministry of watchful nurses, strength
slowly flowing back again, and then life assured.

But with the awakening of the body to the new
lease on life there came also the awakening to
the realization that all my plans for and antici-
pations of an inspiring vacation trip had been
frustrated and that instead I was to have my va-
cation in the hospital.

LOYALTY REDISCOVERED

A Hospital Vacation gives the chance to ap-
preciate the preciousness of a loyal people. A
minister may become somewhat formal and pro-
fessional in his pastoral calls. Making such calls
is just a part of the work which he is expected to
do. But the calls of the people on their sick
pastor are neither formal nor professional. The
people are most sympathetic in his suffering and
weakness and genuinely solicitous for his comfort
and recovery. They seem to take a certain pleas-
ure, however, after suffering has ceased and a_ll
danger is passed, in finding their minister di-
vested of all usual attire or clerical costume. They
discover (what he has been so much aware (_)f all
the time) that he is just an ordinary }ndwldugl
subject to all the experiences of humanity anq in
no way set apart from them in the matter of sick-
ness and suffering. They even take a dehght_m
razzing him about his shaggy beard or ask him
if he feels like playing a game of ball.

In other words, the tables are turned. The
preacher is the sick one, not the church memlqer.
The people are the bearers of sympathy anc_l_kmd
words. He receives the flowers, the many gifts of
Jove. Their kindnesses in word and deed overflow
and he is enveloped in an atmosphere that dis-
pels the odors of alcohol, ether and chloroform,
an atmosphere of sympathy and gentleness and
understanding and loving loyalty. Yes, there arc
come nice things about a hospital vacation.

RELIGION IS TESTED

A Hospital Vacation gives the chance to dem-
onstrate the practical character of religion. “Who
is sufficient for these things?” is the natural cry
of the human heart when one faces great trouble
or suffering. The preacher may sincerely recom-
mend to his people the value of their religion in
times of trouble and tell them to have faith
and to rely on the promises and to believe that
God’s grace is sufficient for themy; in their need.
But when trouble comes to this same preacher
how does he react? Can he take it on the chin?
Is he able to practice what he preaches? Can he
take the medicine which he prescribes so confi-
dently for his people? These are questions which
his people may often wonder about, and perhaps
in times of weakness and faltering faith, would
like to see him demonstrate.

I am happy to be able to testify to the supreme
value of religion when put to practical test. How
anyone can meet or even face, trouble or sickness
without faith in God is a mystery to me. My faith
in God’s wisdom and love and power is my only
hope. And this faith makes it possible to accept
and bear sufferings and trials, which, without the
assurance of our heavenly Father’s wise and lov-
ing plan back of it, would be unendurable.

My reaction was that of the acceptance of the
will of God. That acceptance was accompanied
by the assurance of His presence and care, which
was followed by an abiding peace. And I can
honestly say that His promises were fulfilled and
His grace was really sufficient for me.

But when I speak of the practical character
of my religion, I do not boast of anything in me,
but I remember with humility and thanksgiving
that the promises are His promises—the grace is
His grace—and that even my faith is His gift.

GOD’S SUFFICIENCY MANIFESTED

A Hospital Vacation gives the chance to test
the sufficiency of the Heavenly Father. Did you
ever pass through a great crisis when your life
was hanging in the balance? I had never known
such an experience before. Perhaps at such a
time you have wondered about the reality of God.
Is He all He claims to be? Does He stand by in
a time of crisis? Does He reveal Himself as be-
ing right by your side in your time of great need?
In other words, is God really sufficient to meet
all man’s weakness and helplessness and alone-
ness and all his heart yearnings? Does He come
with the strength and the comfort of His actual
presence to uphold and cheer His suffering child
in deep distress?

The statements and promises of Scripture are
interpreted in this way to his people by every pas-
tor. But when the tables are turned and the
preacher goes down into the valley, what does he
find about the sufficiency of the God which ne
holds un before his people?

My Hospital Vacation was worth all it cost in
money and disappointment and shattered plans
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and physical weakness and suffering that I might
gain the unquestionable assurance, after putting
God’s sufficiency to the test, that He is sufficient
for all things. That our Heavenly Father does
really draw near and watch over His own when
they are helpless, and that He does walk by their
side and hold them by the hand when they walk
into the valley of the shadow is a precious incon-
trovertible fact.

What I thought and believed and taught, I know
now by, experience. The Sufficiency of our Heav-
enly Father more than meets any tests to which
He has been subjected.

TIME FOR THINKING THROUGH

A Hospital Vacation gives a chance to think
through some puzzling problems. At a confer-
ence, a preacher has the opportunity to hear oth-
er speakers, to have his soul warmed with the
fire from other hearts, to have his eyes lightened
with the vision of other prophets and his heart
guickened with new inspiration and consecration
—in short, to have his spiritual cistern filled, that
from it he may draw, as needed, in his ministry
to other weary and thirsty souls. But with ears
and hearts open and alert to hear what man has
to say, there is little opportunity to hear what
God would speak. The greetings, the rush and
bustle of the crowds, the program and the bud-
geting of almost every minute of the day, are al-
most sure to shut out the still small voice and to
close our ears to the message of God as He would
speak to us heart to heart. Most people, at any
rate, do not attend conferences to meditate or to
think tnrough life’s problems.

In a hospital, however, time flows on unend-
ingly. There is little else to do but think. No
hurry, no schedule for the patient to worry about,
no car to catch, no lecture to which to rush, no
address to prepare for, nothing to miss by being
late. Other people carry the responsibility and
you lie quietly during the puzzling hours of the
day and during the silent hours of the night and
think upon the ways of God with men and the
response of man to the voice of God.

You have time—unlimited time—to ask, un-
hindered by other pressing matters, the ques-
tions: Does God know? Does He care? And why,

Are You A

By REV. R.

The fourth benefit vouchsafed to believers is
“Tncrease of grace.” The term grace is variously
used. Doubtless, the sense here intended has ref-
erence to God’s mercy, to His special favor, and
His unselfish love for undeserving sinners. From
the word “increase,” it is evident, His grace is
not given unto us all at once, but in proportion to
our need. In the words of another, “Divine gifts
are neither static nor final.” Our salvation is
not accomplished in a moment. We must work at it
constantly, and “work it down,” until it is fin-
ished. In addition to this, increase of grace is de-
pendent upon our faith. The germ principle of

if He does care, does He allow trouble to over-
take me and disappointment to overwhelm me,
and sickness to bring me into the very shadow of
death? You have time—ceaseless time—to pon-

‘der upon the mysteries of life, death and immor-

tality.

You have time—hours and hours of time—in
which to have your heart flushed and cleansed
of sin’s unholy stains—to have your vision clari-
fied so that God’s viewpoint emerges out of the
darkness of your trouble—to have your soul sensi-
tized to divine impressions, which reveal in your
heart of hearts, the love which your heavenly
Father bears to you His child and to have your
ears opened to hear Him say to you: “For whom
the Lord loveth He chasteneth.”

Through these Hours of quiet thinking, of sweet
unhindered fellowship with the Master, the clouds
are lifted, the darkness is unveiled in response to
the faith that penetrates into the realm of the
Spirit and discovers a divine plan, in which the
spiritual is exalted above the physical and in
which the development of faith and character are
esteemed of greater importance than mere super-
ficial happiness and material prosperity.

A Hospital Vacation costs more than an or-
dinary vacation and I suppose few people would
deliberately choose it, but the blessings are richer
and last longer. A pastor does not have the
thrill of returning to his people from whom he
has been separated for several weeks, but he does
have the joy of the love between pastor and peo-
ple being more closely cemented by their com-
mon experience of answered prayer and the assur-
ance of a loving Father’s presence and support in
trouble.

A vacation in the mountains, with their gorge-
ous flowers, their tumbling, fishing streams, and
their cooling breezes fresh from; the eternal
snows, is both alluring and refreshing. But a

‘hospital vacation, if the spiritual eyes have been

opened to look upon the beauty of the Master’s
face and if the heart has been made to thirst for
the water of life and if the soul has been refresh-
ed by His reviving Spirit, is a vacation that is
surpassing in its power to satisfy and to send you
forth to do great exploits and to gain great vic-
tories for the kingdom of God.

Beneficiary?

W. PIPER

life is faith.
you.” -
Furthermore, with reference to grace, it i
said: Such men as Augustine, Luther,g CaI\;inltan]g
Wesley were loud in their praises “of this quality
in th(? charac’qer of God.” To them, His grace was
the mpst brecious gem, “of all the treasure chest
which Chr1s_t revealed to men.” Precious ag it is
yet never is it once said of His grace, it is
c(_)stly‘.‘ Always is it spoken of as free and ’as His
gift. “For by grace are ye saved through faity,
and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God.”
The Right Reverend George Craig Stewart

“According to your faith be it unto






