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The Call For Sacrifice
From Dr. George W. Truett's Christmas Greeting

We are ever to remember that all worthy and abiding
success in life is to be measured not by what the world
gives us but by what we give the world.

In this incomparably fateful hour for humanity every-
where we must do more than read papers and listen to
radio commentators, who daily remind us of the un-
speakable tragedies and sufferings of the whole world.
The entire world is now at the cross roads, all its ethical
standards are being brazenly challenged, and we are now
facing one of the most ominous and momentous crises of
all history. But gravely critical and difficult as is the
hour now facing America and all the world, it is not an
hour for fear and defeatism and unfaith, but an hour for
unwavering faith, and high-souled courage, and noblest
behavior. Certainly an indescribable horror chills our
hearts as we think of war—bloody, merciless, inhuman
war. But let us remember that there are some things
more precious than life. The poet is right:

"Though love repine and reason chafe,
There comes a voice without reply,

'Tis man's perdition to be safe,
When for the truth he ought to die."

Patriotism has ever been one of the loftiest passions
of the human heart, from the day when the weeping
captives sat down by the rivers of Babylon and vowed
to one another that they woud never forget Jerusalem.
The heart must always be thrilled by the patriotic cry
of young Rupert Brooke, of the First World War: "If I

1 should die, think this of me, that there's some corner of
a foreign field that is forever England." Vast is the mes-
sage on the statue of Ben Hill in Atlanta: "Who saves
his country saves all things, and all things saved do bless
him. Who lets his country die, lets all things die, dies
himself ignobly, and all things dying curse him." If
government of the people, by the people, for the people is
to endure, then the great freedoms—of speech, of press,
of religion—must be upheld whatever the cost.

As we fervently sing "God Bless America,'' let us wise-
ly remember that He is a God of righteousness, and that
iHe has principles by which He governs both nations and
individuals, which principles He cannot and will not
compromise. "Righteousness exalteth a nation, but sin

is a reproach to any people." The supreme question ever
to ask is, "Is it right?" Principles do not change. There
are moral principles and eternal values that must never
be trifled with. An ancient prophet points the way for
us: "To do justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly
with God." Another prophet warns us: "Woe to them
that call evil good, and good evil; who put darkness for
light, and light for darkness." Wrong cannot be per-
manently enthroned. The stars in their courses fight
against all injustice and cruelty and inhumanity. Victory
is ever on the side of righteousness.

Writing of the Battle of Waterloo, Victor Hugo asks:
"Was it possible that Napoleon should have won that
battle? We answer 'No.' Why? Because of Wellington?
No. Because of Blucher? No. Because of God." Let Hugo
speak further: "The shadow of a mighty hand is cast
over Waterloo; it is the day of destiny, and the force
which is above man produced that day. On that day the
perspective of the human race was changed, and Waterloo
is the hinge of the nineteenth century. The disappearance
of the great man was necessary for the advent of a great
age, and He to whom there was no reply undertook the
task." So was it in 1815. So was it again in 1918. And so
shall it be again, please God, in the present ghastly
death drama that challenges the world, "for right is
right, since God is God, and right the day must win.''

In these difficult and desperate days, it surely behooves
us all to fix our thoughts on those "unshakable things
that remain," as pointed out in the Bible, and to cleave
trustfully and obediently to Him who is "the same yes-
terday, today, and forever." His purposes are as change-
less as His own being, and His righteous will is bound
to prevail. "He shall not fail nor be discouraged till He
have set justice in the earth." Let us, therefore, courage-
ously face both the present and the future with the faith
that can go alone in the dark, with the love that suffereth
long and is kind, and with the commanding and assuring
hope voiced by the poet:

"Be strong.
It matters not how deeply entrenched the wrong;
How hard the battle goes, the day how long;
Faint not—fight on—tomorrow comes the song."
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Gli^Pses Religious World
REV. FRANK E. ALLEN, D.D.

A NATIONAL CALL TO PRAYER

President Roosevelt has issued a call for prayer on
New Year's Day. After a statement concerning the
powers with which we are at war, a call for courage and
a declaration of confidence, the proclamation continues:
"But our strength, as the strength of all men everywhere,
is of greater avail as God upholds us.

"Therefore, I, Franklin D. Roosevelt, president of the
United States of America, do hereby appoint the first day
of the year 1942 as a day of prayer, of asking forgiveness
for our shortcomings of the past, of consecration to the
tasks of the present, of asking God's help in days to come.

"We need His guidance that this people may be humble
in spirit but strong in the conviction of right; steadfast
to endure sacrifices and brave to achieve a victory of
liberty and peace."

ELEMENTS TO COMMEND

1. We commend the President for calling a day of
prayer. Our nation, as well as every other nation, ought
to seek the guidance and strength which comes from
God. God rules in the armies of heaven and among the
inhabitants of the earth—none can stay His hand.

2. We commend this proclamation in that it calls for
asking forgiveness of God. Every sinner must be for-
given if he is to gain the favor of God, and the same is
true of the nation.

3. We commend the President in that he issues a call
for prayer early after our entrance into the war. We
should not wait until we are in desperation before call-
ing upon God for guidance and strength.

WEAK FEATURES

1. This proclamation ignores the Lord Jesus Christ to
whom all power has been committed in heaven and in
earth and through whom alone we can approach the
Father. While this omission has been common in the
Thanksgiving proclamations and national calls to prayer
it is none the less significant and important. When we
bow in prayer we will not be heard if we at the same
time try to please the Unitarian, the Jew and others who
ignore Christ.

2. In this proclamation we are merely requested to
"ask forgiveness for our shortcomings of the past." This
is a very weak and inadequate way to seek forgiveness of
God, it mentions merely "our shortcomings" and does
not even call these sins. There are sins of commission
as well as of omission for which we should seek for-
giveness. One of the glaring sins of commission is the re-
introduction of the vicious liquor traffic, which sin and
fearful military weakness our President continues to ig-
nore; in fact he has not ceased to promote it, for as
Commander-in-chief of the army and navy it has its
place in the military set-up. The President has requested
a seven-day work week, and under his direction men
receive double pay for working on the Sabbath, a direct
violation of the Divine command, and a sin of which we
should repent.

3. The President no doubt has been urged to appoint a
day of prayer and undoubtedly has had before him the
proclamation issued by President Lincoln during the
Civil War, together with the resolution of the Senate in
1863 calling for a day of humiliation and prayer. These
are specific, earnest and devout in their tone, calling
upon the people of the nation to entreat God, through
Christ, to humble themselves, repent and seek the mercy
and pardon of Almighty God whose authority is supreme
"in all the affairs of men and nations." Christian people
should pray in this spirit on New Year's day. And those
who pray in sincerity and truth will want to put away
all the evils, personal and national, which stand between
them and God. Both our nation and Britain have the
great sin of ignoring God as the Supreme Ruler, of which
we need to repent. Our nations are also guilty of the
sins mentioned above, that of the liquor traffic and of
breaking the Sabbath, and many other sins. Men some-
times say we need a great leader, but what we need most
is a great repentance on the part of the great mass of
the people along with their leaders, civil and military.
Nineveh, a cruel heathen nation, when called upon to
repent, set a noble example to Christian America and
Britain.

As this is written it is the day before Christmas and it
is reported that Mr. Churchill and Mr. Roosevelt intend to
join in worship on Christmas day. It is hoped that when
the Sabbath comes they will not do as in their former
conference—continue their labors upon the holy day.

GUARD AGAINST HATE

Dr. David DeForest Burrell has an article in the cur-
rent issue of The Presbyterian on, "Our war with Japan,"
in which he urges the defense of American soil, but he
also widely advises the importance of remembering that
we are Christians and should avoid hate in our hearts.
Many of the people of Japan do not want war; but are
kindly peace-loving Christian brethren and we should
think of these as such. "In all the world there are today
no people more desolate or heartbroken than the Chris-
tians of such nations as Japan, dragged into a war with
those they love. They have a right to our deepest sym-
pathy and our sincerest prayers."

MARY REED STILL ACTIVE

Mary Reed of Chandag, India, who went back to
India without even telling her relatives of her terrible
affliction, (when she found she had contracted leprosy)
is now 86 years old, and though nearly blind, is still
active. The Protestant churches of New York have cele-
brated the fiftieth anniversary of her founding Chandag
Leoprosarium. She has done a great work and lived a
remarkable life. After nine years her leprosy disap-
peared, it is believed, in answer to prayer. She is called
"the greatest living apostle to the lepers." If you have
not read the book telling of her life and work we sug-
gest that you do so. It will make you feel humble and
lacking in consecration, but it may stimulate you to
greater service in the kingdom of God.
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Current Events
President Franklin D. Roosevelt
The White House
Washington, D. C.
Dear Mr. President:

I am writing to thank you for your proclamation of
January 1, 1942, as a Day of Prayer for the forgiveness
of our shortcomings and for the consecration that will
enable us to win the victory in the present war and to
secure a just peace. The Synod of the Reformed Pres-
byterian Church last year requested such a day, and
in obedience to your proclamation the two congregations
of that faith in College Hill, Beaver Falls, Pa. met on
New Year's morning for prayer. We believe that through
the Lord Jesus Christ alone can men and nations find
permanent peace, and we pray that the Allies will frankly
seek His counsel and give Him a central place in the
post-war gathering of the nations. We pray also that
you may be sustained and guided in the momentous de-
cisions of these trying days.

Sincerely yours,
* * *

At this writing the only power that seems to be able
to hold Japan in East Asia is China, and China with
little assistance has been doing that for these four long
years. Chiang Kai Shek has offered troops to the British
in Malaya, but the offer has been declined. The only
power in Europe that can hold the Nazis is Russia, and
she is more than holding. Indeed, it is almost entirely due
to Russia that the tone of the speeches of the Nazi
leaders has changed from one of exultation over victory
to a confession that the war is going to be long and hard
and perhaps end in defeat. If Germany and Japan were
to collapse now the western powers would have an em-
barrassing time at the peace table. Joseph Stalin would
sit at the head.

* * *
The visit of Churchill and his staff to Washington and

Ottawa shows how well organized London affairs have
become. We are nearer the beginning of organization, and
everything in Washington is in turmoil. Perhaps six
months or a year from now, we shall be in such a con-
dition that the President and some of his cabinet may
risk a trans-Atlantic expedition.

* * *
Caution: do not leave your car where tire thieves can

strip it. Keep a list of the numbers of your tires so that
they can be identified if need be when the police gather
in the thieves.

* * *
Congress is getting ready to slap on taxes such as the

nation has never dreamed of; and that is well. We can
pay for the war better now, when we are in the heat of
•onflict, then we can later when we have cooled off. Also
he millions of young men that are in the army and navy
n small pay will be less critical of the home front if it
!.so is having hardships. The national income has reached

* higher level in 1941 than ever before, and it will go
higher in 1942.

* * *
Senator Truman, chairman of the Senate committee

investigating defense, is irritated at the copper companies.
The '41 copper production is only 15,000 tons more than
that of 1940, and had the Kennecott Company not in-
creased its production 55,458 tons, the total would be
below last year. A copper mine in California, which pro-

PBOP. JOHN COLEMAN, D.D., PH.D.

duced 10,500,000 lbs. in 1940 when the price was 11.3
cents per pound, has shut down on the ground that it
cannot make money at 12 cents a pound. Butte, Montana
was 2,000 a month below the 1940 level. Sen. Truman
declares that the companies say that they will not pro-
duce more until the price goes up. It looks as if the spirit
of John L. Lewis is running the offices of the big copper
companies as well as of the C. I. O.

* M %

The T. V. A. is to have eleven new dams and power
plants and will increase its power from 1,050,000 kilo-
watts to 2,600,000. Most of the increase will go into the
production of aluminum and other war necessities.

A power line is being built from the New York City
area to Massena on the St. Lawrence. There a great war
industry is being developed that after the war may be
turned to civilian uses and powered by the St. Law-
rence development. Then the power line will be useful
to take St. Lawrence power to the metropolitan section.

* * «
The Greyhound strike has just been settled and now

the only strike that seems to vex the country is a car-
penters' strike in Beaver County, Pennsylvania, on a
Federal Housing contract to provide homes for the
workers in a great new plane-propeller plant. The car-
penters are being paid the Beaver County rate of $1,25
an hour, but demand the Allegheny County rate of $1.50
an hour. Many of them come from Allegheny County.
The company declares that it made its contract on the
lower rate and cannot afford to give the increase.

* * *
The Navy calls for 7000 Seniors or college graduates

to enlist as prospective officers. Those who enlist today
are to be permitted to continue in school until next June.
The Navy asks for 5000 Juniors. They will be expected
to train this summer, then return to college and take
their last year. The Navy also wants 15,000 college men
for aviators. They will be taken at the end of the pres-
ent year and hold on for the "duration." They must have
been citizens for ten years, unmarried, and between the
ages of 20 and 26. The pay of an aviator is $205 a month
and allowances. Of course it may not be for long.

* * *
The General Electric has developed an X-ray machine

that is 14 times as powerful as any previously in ex-
istence. It develops 20,000,000 volt-rays. The Company
is beginning work on one that will develop 100,000,000
volt rays. These machines will be used to test armor-
plate for flaws, and for the treatment of cancer. To the
uninitiated it seems as if such powerful X-ray machines
should enable us to look right through the earth and
see what is going on in China or in Hitler's head.

* * *
The Interstate Narcotic Association, an organization to

fight the drug habit, has hired a private detective agency
and found that marihuana cigarettes are being sold to
boys and girls in flats near the Chicago High Schools
and by "runners" in the streets, in saloons, and in stores.
It is curious that a private agency can find what the
police cannot. The war should not put a halt to the
battle on the Home Front.

* * *
The governor of the Farm Credit Administration re-

ports that applications for loans to purchase farms in-
creased 50 per cent in the first half of 1941, and warned
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against loans at inflated prices. With farm prices high
farm land is going up. In the last war land went up so
high that a farmer who sold his farm and received cash
did very well indeed. If he just took a mortgage for most
of the price he got his farm back. The farmer as a farmer

rarely makes much money if he takes the value of his
land into consideration: he makes money as a farm land
owner. As long as farm land prices fluctuate with farm
prices this will be true and the farmer will feel that as a
farmer he is getting a "raw deal."

Chance Sayings
If one were to be very careful of his language,

perhaps he would not use the above caption. I
do not, and perhaps no one who reads this, be-
lieves that events come by chance. The reason we
speak of them so is because of the element of un-
certainty in them from our standpoint while at
the same time freely acknowledging that there is
no element of uncertainty at all from God's stand-
point. That, then, is the first of the "Chance Say-
ings" that I wished to speak of, the expression,
"Chance Sayings." And we do need to have it
brought to our attention these days when so many
are turning to "chance" and so much is being
"staked on chance" as the world would express
it. Round and round the wheel may go and where
it will stop, no one may know—as we hear over
the radio so often. Neither you nor I know where
the wheel of fortune will stop but for all that
there are no chance stoppings of that wheel. One
knows, and it will stop at the bidding of His will
and the touch of His finger. What the world
needs is not to turn more to "chance" for relief
but to turn more to God in whom there is no
variableness neither shadow of turning.

Yesterday there came to our house in the mail
a letter addressed to one not of our home or fam-
ily nor addressed to our street address. But under-
neath the address on the envelope were the woi'ds,
"Not at the above address." Since we were known
to be close friends of the one whose name was
on the envelope, it was left at our door in an ef-
fort to reach the proper party. I read the words
underneath the address several times as I stood
holding it in my hand—"Not at the above ad-
dress." We have been brought into close touch
with death many times in the past months. Death
is always a deeply moving event. One can hardly
have the thought of it brought to his attention
without serious consideration. And as I read again
the words, I recalled God's words to us, "And
the place thereof shall know it no more again
forever." Death takes us away. Our place, our
accustomed place, is left vacant. Friends think
of us and then remember, "But he is not there.
He is dead." People stop at our door and another
answers the knock to tell the visitor, "No, he
is not here now. He has died." Letters come and
are returned to the writer with the inscription,
"Not at the above address." And, friends, this
death that we speak of will come to us every one.
All too soon we, too, will be gone. Our life work
on earth will be done. Our place will be vacant
forever. Let me give you this as the counteractive:
"Live for Eternity."

A week ago the Minutes of the Reformed Pres-
byterian Synod of Ireland came to us. The enve-
lope in which it had been inclosed had been torn
open at one end and then sealed up again with

0. F. THOMPSON, D.D.

a strip of white paper upon which was printed in
large black letters the legend: "OPENED BY
EXAMINER 5483." My guess is that the "Ex-
aminer" did not read the Minutes clear through.
He did, no doubt, however look through the book
carefully enough to make sure that there was
nothing in it subversive to the interests of the
British Empire. It was right for this official ex-
aminer to thus open and examine my mail in time
of war. It is right for God to open and examine
the whole heart and life of every man; and He
does so open and examine them. He scans every
page written there. He looks into every secret
recess within. He opens rooms that we ourselves
hardly realized existed. He uncovers dusty mem-
ories that we had not gone over for years. He
finds selfishness, pride, jealousy and worldliness
that we would have denied though our closest
friend had accused us of being guilty of them.
He knows the secret desires, the fleshly appetites,
the worldly cravings, the morbid curiosities, the
half dormant or the hotly flaming fires of lust,
the bigness of our own little selves in our own
sight and the littleness of that which should have
been our supreme greatness in Christ Jesus. How
much there is to change, to overcome in us! How
great must be that victory! How firm must be
that Hand which alone can tear those evils out!

I will say right out that there is no "chance" in
the fact that this saying to be taken up now fol-
lows immediately upon the last. It was the Scrip-
ture text at a recent funeral and the event of
death, with its accompanying ceremonials, is most
likely of all events to cause us to consider the
Great Examiner and to remember the great ex-
amination that is before us each one. So I preached
at the funeral from the text, "I will sing of
mercy." Ps. 101:1 and I am following the study of
the work of the Great Examiner of souls and lives
with the consideration of that same text, "I will
sing of mercy." Oh how glad! how glad! how glad!
that there is "mercy to be obtained and grace."
Knowing well that all we have told of the find-
ings of that Great Examiner is true and far more,
yet "Mercy," "Divine Mercy," covers it all and
the dread is gone. Don't you feel like singing? Is
there any theme, other than the love of God, that
can stir the heart of a sinner as can the thought
of God's mercy which is extended just when He
has looked in upon a heart so full of sin? "I will
sing of mercy!" And if your heart does not sing of
it, either you are not a sinner or you are not saved.

The other day from the radio came these words
this question, "What is the whitest white you ever
hope to see?" I could not listen any more after
that question had fastened itself upon my mind; I
had to think. I had to make a try for the answer
Any way, the voice had gone on to talk of soap



January 7, 1942 THE COVENANTER WITNESS

and flakes and cleansers and whatnots that are
good enough in their place but that are meaning-
less as far as finding- the answer to the question,
"What is the whitest white you ever hope to see?"
As I said, I could not listen to what the voice was
saying for my mind had gone off on a journey. It
had circled the earth in a moment of thought and
found nothing for an answer. Then it had leaped
from the horizon of this world into the heavens
on a journey into that "land of far distances." On
and on it went, traveling the long road out of
time into eternity and out of the earthly into the
heavenlies. Up and up it went toward that City
that is built upon a hill, the holy mountain. Far-
ther and farther my thoughts ran on, climbing,
climbing toward the gates of the New Jerusalem
until, at last one of those twelve gates, the great,
large gates through which all the innumerable
redeemed are to enter, stood wide open before me
and I entered there. Down the great street of
gold we went, my thoughts and I, the streets of
gold that are like transparent glass; down, down

that street, that strange street of glory, until at
last we stood before the Throne and before Him
who sat upon the Throne with the diadem upon
His head and God's love in His eyes, and wounds
in His hands, and eternity and omnipotence in
His bearing; He was clothed with a garment down
to the foot that was white and glistering, whiter
than any fuller on earth could whiten it; and I
knew that it was the robe of holiness. And turn-
ing our eyes away at last we circled the great
throng about the throne, a throng that stretched
out into invisible distance. Every one of that
great company was singing a song of God's mercy
and of everlasting love and every one was clothed
in a garment washed and made white in the blood
of the Lamb and I knew that it was the robe of
Christ's righteousness that they were wearing. It
was a sight pure as crystal and a whiteness such
as no eye on earth had ever looked upon. And as
I looked upon that scene I knew that I was look-
ing upon the whitest white my eyes would ever
hope to see! Did I see you there, dear friend ?

Believing That He Is Able
BY T. M. SLATER, D.D.

Last Sabbath morning (December 7), just be-
fore the misguided Japanese began dropping
bombs on Pearl Harbor, Dr. J. S. Martin preached
a sermon to the Monclair Covenanters from those
words in the Great Commission in which Jesus
said, 'All power is given unto me, in heaven and
in earth." It was a message of great helpfulness
and comfort, and I hope many others throughout
our country and elsewhere will hear it also. It
was of particular interest to me because it was in
keeping with some things about which I had re-
cently been thinking. In his Scripture reading Dr.
Martin used the same passage I had used the pre-
ceding Sabbath in connection with my sermon
about the infinite comfort bound up in those
great words, "He is Able," found in so many
different places in the New Testament, with
which every Bible reader is familiar, about which
too many of us have thought only carelessly, and
whose meaning and truth even the best of us
have neglected when we had most need of their
comfort.

THE TRIAL OF FAITH
I have said that Dr. Martin had scarcely fin-

ished his sermon and all had gotten home from
church when word came over the radio of bombs
falling in a place which Americans claim as theirs,
with the taking away of life from many who were
bound to us as fellow-citizens or by even much
closer ties. After recovery from my first shock at
this news my mind then turned to the question
of the possible peril into which this turn of af-
fairs might put our missionaries in Manchuria,
Miss Rose Huston and Miss Lillian McCracken.
Then for a moment came the mental effort to
reconcile this national disaster with what I had
been recently thinking about, concerning the pow-
er of Christ to give us peace and security con-
tinually. But this struggle did not last very long.

My mind returned to the sermon of the morning
about our Master's unqualified claim to have all
power, and my own former assurances about His
being able to do what was otherwise impossible,
and I again felt assured that He is now able to
keep the minds of our missionaries in perfect
peace and not let one hair of their heads fall to
the ground.

This is the sort of faith which we know ruled
in the heart of these two women when in Amer-
ica. It was their confidence in Christ's call that
led them to go back to this field in the midst of
unsettled international conditions. It was faith
that their work was not ended which led them to
defer leaving the field after our civil representa-
tives advised their evacuation. It was this faith
that led them to retrace their long journey back
from the coast after they had made one start
homeward, and after the Foreign Board had
given them full authority to set their own time of
leaving, and come home without further negotia-
tions at whatever time they felt conditions made
it unsafe for them to stay. Up until the very last
word we had from them their hearts were still
sustained with the courage of being in God's will
because they were in the place where they were
needed. In this faith they have lived, not without
being tried. And if as a result of these political
changes they are killed by Japanese idolaters, it
is in this faith also that they shall die. But why
not believe that God has power to protect them
from every harm?

GROUNDS OF OUR FAITH
When Peter was in prison and every plan made

for his execution, the one human element that
worked to defeat those plans was the unceasing
intercession of the Church. When bombs were
falling in the districts where our mission work
is located in South China, we have every reason to
believe that our friends were given a shelter by


