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Ten Years of Servicein the Women'’s Svnodical

BY MRS. J. G. REED

E come tonight to set up our Ebenezer, our

stone of remembrance, saying, “Hitherto hath
the Lord helped us.” Ten years ago, a timid band
of women met in Belle Center, Ohio, to organize
the Covenanter women into a united working unit.
They recognized that there were obstacles in the
way, but, like Christian, they felt the “lions would
be chained.” The first obstacle, perhaps, was the
expense of getting the women together. But our
gallant men, who believed in us, soon solved the
problem. They saw that an automobile, carrying
the pastor and elder and two women, was as cheap
as one railroad fare. The second obstacle, perhaps,
was the trite saying that woman’s place was at
home. We say, and truly, that woman is the home-
maker and man the home-provider; but whoever
heard of shutting up a man in an office or on a farm
and telling him that it was his only place. Christ
came to establish a new order for both men and
women. He said, “Seek yve first—first—seek ve
first the Kingdom of God, and all these things shall
be added unto you.” His rule is, “First things
first.” If the farm conflicts with the prayer meet-
ing, then it is the prayer meeting first. If the
house cleaning conflicts with the missionary meet-
ing, then it is the missionary meeting first. My
father, at one time in his life, decided that he would
close his store every Wednesday evening and go to
prayer meeting. Friends said, “You can’t do that,
you can’t afford to.” He said, in effect, “I can’t
afford not to.”

Let us look at two instances in the life of Christ.
In Luke 8:1, 2, 3, we are told that Jesus was going
all over the country, preaching and healing, and that
His twelve disciples were with Him, and “certain

women’” were with Him, Mary Magdalene, Joanna
the wife of Chuza, Herod’s steward, and Susannah
and “many other women” were with Him and “min-
istered to Him of their substance.” He did not send
them home. Then, again, He was being entertained
in the lovely home at Bethany, and He kindly but
firmly reproved Martha because she was putting
her household duties first and commended Mary
because she was “sitting at His feet” and drinking
of the water of life.

Have we accomplished anything worth while in
these vearss? Ten years ago, there was no study-
ing of the Mission enterprise of the world, but to-
day almost every society is studying the mission
text book. No one claims that every woman is
really studying it, or that very many get a great
deal out of it, but one woman or several in every
society glimpses the “fields of the world white al-
ready to the harvest,” and she kindles the mission-
ary zeal in the others. In giving figures tonight,
T am giving them in “round” numbers, and for only
eight years; I was unable to get them for the first
two years. Eight years ago, our total contributicn
wasg $14,082, this last year, it was $22,000, an in-
creagse of S1,000 for each year. The total contri-
bution for these eight vears has been $153,000. Who
will say that this was not worth while, and that it
was not largely due to the increased knowledge of
the need of the world?

Let us look at the Standard of Efficiency. Eff-
ciency is a word to conjure with. It is a standard
of measurement—a goal to strive for! It is very
comprehensive. It includes the study of tithing and
temperance, prayer groups, thank-offering, sacrifi-

(Continued on page 355)
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Foreign Mission, Jewish Mission, Church Erection,
Joseph M. Steele, 219 North Broad Street, Philadel-

Foreign Mission, F. M. Wilson, D.D.,

2410 North Marshall Street, Philadelphia, Pa.
Transportution, Samuel R. Boggs,

Kensington Avenue & Ontario Street, Philadelphia, Pa,

Southern Mission, Rev. J. M. Johnston,
Knox Academy, Selma, Alabama.

Lat

phia, Pa.

Synod’s Treasurers.

Reformed Presbyterian Women's Association,
Mrs. Agnes E. Steele, 129 East End Avenue, Pitts-
burgh, Pa.

All Other Funds,

James S. Tibby, 209 Ninth Street, Pittsburgh, Pa.

Contact Officers of Mission Boards.

Home Missions, E. L. McKnight, D.D.,

3 Allemac Avenue, Bellevue Branch, Pittsburgh, Pa.
Jewish Mission, Rev. Frank L. Stewart,

154 Woodland Avenue, Lansdowne, Pa.

Superintendents.

Jewish Mission, Misses Annie and Elizabeth Forsyth,
800 South Fifth Avenue, Philadelphia, Pa.

Indian Mission, W. W. Carithers, D.D., Emeritus,

akia, Syria:

Rev. A. J. McFarland,
Mrs. A. J. McFarland,
Miss Maggie B. Edgar,
Miss Elizabeth McElroy,
Miss Rose A. Huston,
Mr. Chester T. Hutcheson,

Mrs. Chester T. Hutcheson.

Larnaca, Cyprus:

Mr. W. Wilbur Weir,
Mrs. W. Wilbur Weir,
Mr. Robert Z. Willson,
Mr. Clyde A. Redpath.

Nicosia, Cyprus:

Tak Hivg, West River, South China:

Wan Fou, Kwongtung, South China:

Do Sing, West River, Via Canton, South China.

Rev
Mrs

Rev. Cloyd E. Caskey,
Mrs. Cloyd E. Caskey,
Miss Blanche McCrea,
Miss Mabel J. Henderson,
Miss Elda A. Patton.

Rev. Julius A. Kempf,

Mrs. Julius A. Kempf,
Rev. Jessce C. Mitchell,
Mrs. Jesse C. Mitchell,
Miss Pear]l Weeks.

Miss Mary R. Adams.
Rev. E. C. Mitchell,

Mrs. E. C. Mitchell.

. J. M. Johnston,
. J. M. Johnston,

Rev. R. J. Meclsaac,

Mrs

. R. J. Mclsaac,

Miss Gretta Johnston,
Miss Lillian L. McCracken,

Leechburg Road, Verona, Pa.
Rev. R. C. Adams, in charge, Apache, Oklahoma.

Foreign Missionaries.

Mission Study Center, American Mission, Beirut, Syria:
Miss Reah J. McElroy.

American Mission, Bor 32, Mersina, Turkey:
Miss F. Elma French.
Lo Ting, Kwongtung, South China:
Rev. W. M. Robb,
Mrs. W. M. Robb,
Miss Jennie M. Dean,
Miss Ella Margaret Stewart,
M. Edna Wallace. M.D.

On Leave of Absence:
Miss Jean M. Barr, Syracuse, N. Y.

On Furlough:
Rev. R. C. Adams,
Mrs. R. C. Adams, Apache, Oklahoma.
Miss Lillian L. McCracken, Selma, Ala.
Mrs. J. M. Balph,
3308 Sixth Avenue, Beaver Falls, Pennsylvania.
Miss Alice Robb,
5040 Fulton Avenue, Van Nuys, California.
R. Esmond Smith, M.D.,
Mrs. R. Esmond Smith,
Hospital Annex, Soldiers’ Home, J.0s Angeles,
California.
Calvin McCarroll, M.D.,
Mrs. Calvin McCarroll,
1523 Lee Place, Detroit, Michigan.
E. J. M. Dickson, M.D.,
Mrs. E. J. M. Dickson,
Massachusetts State Infirmary, Tewksbury, Mass.
J. M. Wright, M.D,,
Mrs. J. M. Wright, 2023 Lincoln St., Topeka, Kans.

Missionaries in Southern Mission.

Mrs. C. F. Brooks,
Mrs. Elvira Skinner,

Mrs. Carlena Sullivan,
Miss Eliza Martin,

Miss Rebecca Coleman,
Miss Frances Evans,

Mrs. C. S. Scott,

Miss Sophia Kingston,
Miss Mary Fowler,
Mr. W. M. Bottoms,
Mrs. E. O. Sencgal.
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Board of Foreign Missions

N submitting this our annual report, the Board
wishes to record praise to God for His goodness
in permitting a continuation of service in this de-
partment of the Church’s work. The lives of our
missionaries have been spared, and a good degree
of health has been graciously bestowed. Twice,
during the year, the messenger of death visited our
Board. Dr. J. C. McFeeters, who has for many
years served as a member, was called home to glory,
December 24, 1928, and has entered upon his reward.
He was a good and faithful member, and an ardent
lover of missions and missionaries. His presence
and his prayers will be greatly missed in our meet-
ings. Elder William J. Beatty, of Third New York,
was called home, February 20, 1929. In the fewer
years of his connection with the Board, Mr. Beatty
endeared himself to us all. He was faithful, kind,
and just in all his judgments, and a devoted ser-
vant of Jesus Christ.

Since last Synod, Mr. Weir and his family have
returned to the work in Cyprus, and Mr. Hemphill,
having completed his term in Larnaca, returned to
America. There returned to the field in China, Mr.
and Mrs. Kempf, Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Mitchel and
their children, and Miss Stewart. Dr. and Mrs.
Wright arrived in America on furlough soon after
Synod; and the McFarlands, Miss French and Miss
McCrea, Miss Edgar and Miss Dean are due to come
on furlough this summer, although Miss Edgar is
postponing her furlough, and expects to remain for
the present in the service abroad. Dr. Smith and
family, Dr. and Mrs. Wright, Dr. and Mrs. Calvin
McCarroll expect to return this summer to their

respective fields, while Dr. Dickson and family re-
main another year in America. He is taking spe-
cial courses in his profession at the Massachusetts
State Infirmary. Miss McCrea has accepted ap-
pointment to return to Nicosia, after a year’s fur-
lough, to perform the duties of Principal of the
Girls’ Academy. The Rev. R. C. Adams and fam-
ily, and the Misses Barr, McCracken, and Robb are
still detained in the homeland, because the Board
has not the means to return them to the field. One
main factor leading to the decision of Dr. Dickson
to remain in America another year and take a re-
munerative position was the inability of the Board
to continue him on salary and finance the return
of him and his famliy to the field.

The Board has taken into careful and prayerful
consideration the recommendation of last Synod,
that all our work be placed, as rapidly as possible,
on the self-support basis. The term ‘“self-support”
covers but a part of what the mission in China
is attempting to achieve, and but a part of what
the Board has chosen as the ultimate aim in all our
fields, and this financial part of the undertaking
is by no means the most important. The object in
view in all fields is not only a self-supporting, but
a self-governing, and self-propagating Church. As
far as financial self-support is concerned, vour
Board has definitely said to the Covenanter Church
in China that it will expect to continue to make as
the contribution of the sending Church the mis-
sionaries, their support, their housing, and expenses
of travel. This would leave the Church in mission
lands to contribute other physical properties and
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the support of their own local workers, and the
evangelists and teachers sent out by the native
Church to penetrate the contiguous regions. The
Board’s plan of operation would call for councils,
and as soon as possible Presbyteries, in which for-
eign missionaries and native workers and officers
wou'd cooperate on equal footing, and with equal
authority. As soon as wisely possible, the foreign
workers would surrender the work in any given dis-
trict into the hands of the native Church, and move
on into new and unoccupied territories. Since last
Synod, the Board has availed itself of every oppor-
tunity for conference with furloughed missionaries
in the study of the problem, and has counseled with
them in devising plans for putting this method of
missionary work into successful operation. We
have already taken action directing the missions in
the Levant to organize such Councils that the work
there may be placed .on the basis of self-support and
cooperative control. Thus we are anticipating the
time when the Church in the Levant may become
self-controlled and self-propagating. In the hope of
promoting this policy in China, the Board, as long
ago as June, at the first meeting after Synod, voted
to open a new field in Northern Japan or Manchuria.
But, while we have the missionaries in readiness to
go, some of them now employed in work other than
that to which they have devoted their lives, mis-
sionaries who could be used in new fields more ad-
vantageously than in territories now occupied, we
were very soon made to realize that for lack of funds
we could not proceed. We come to Synod with our
treasury overdrawn more than $6,400. And there
the project stands. And there we feel it must con-
tinue to stand, until Synod definitely instructs the
Board what to do. The Board is the servant of the
Synod and of the Church. The supreme desire of
both the Church and the Board is to be the servants
of our Lord who commissioned us to the world mis-
sion of Christianity.

With reference to the added responsibility now
being laid upon the Church in mission fields, the
Board takes no credit for the development of this
somewhat new method of prosecuting our work.
To missionaries is due this credit. But the Board
has sought to catch the vision and the spirit of
these forward-looking and discerning and unselfish
missionaries. The Board has sought to catch up
the conception and present it to the Church. The
Board has made an honest effort to present, through
the columns of our Church paper, the present crisis
both in our work and in the lives of our mission-
aries devoted and trained to this work. The Board
has cordially invited the leaders of our Church to
give earnest consideration to the present complex
situation, to the end that Synod this vear may de-
finitely instruct the Board what policy to pursue
for the future. For we feel it should be clearly un-

derstood that the Board’s primary object in favor-
ing the formation of councils for cooperation and
self-support is not to save money, nor to transfer
money from one field to another field now occupied,
but ultimately to develop the spiritual life of the na-
tive Church members, and bring them as rapidly as
possible to the spiritual state that will enable them
to take their places in their Churches in full coopera-
sion with the missionaries, to the end that they
may soon become self-governing and self-propagat-
ing Churches. Thus our foreign missionaries would
be released to press onward into the regions be-
yond. Nor do we judge that our American Church
wishes or proposes to develop its plans for foreign
missions with a view to saving itself from the neces-
sity of raising as large sums of money as have been
raised in the past. We doubt whether the Church
will want to save money at the expense of denying
the gospel to the pagan world. On the contrary,
we have the faith to believe that the Church will
want a foreign mission program calling for more
liberal giving and a larger sacrifice for this primary
object of its life.

Be this as it may, we are confronted with the
situation that we cannot, by present methods, se-
cure the funds to support all the workers on our
pay roll, much less restore to active service those
on our titular roll. Both these facts would remain
the same if the Budget of Synod had been raised
in full. In seeking from Synod a solution for our
problems, it is only fair to all concerned to say that
the Board felt, until the last few years, that it was
receiving its proportionate share of Synod’s Bud-
get as administered. But since the Board’s allotted
share of the Budget is not sufficient to support all
our present missionary force, we request Synod,
this year, to give the Board specific instruction as
to the future. On what scale does the Church wish
this work maintained? This request calls for spe-
cific and definite instruction as to either retaining or
dismissing such a portion of our missionaries as can
no longer be supported on the resources available;
or for some plan to secure additional resources.
Careful study of the situation has led the Board
to submit for Synod’s consideration the following
as some of the possible alternatives open to the
Church. Synod may be able to offer some entirely
different and better solution:

1. The Board, as a venture of faith, could send
out all the present corps of missionaries, trusting
that funds would be forthcoming.

2. If Synod should instruct the Board to do this,
the Synod should also grant permission to appeal
for funds over and above the Budget for their sup-
port.

3. If Synod should not approve such an appeal,
the Board will be obliged to dismiss a part of our
(Continued on page 350)
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COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN MISSIONS.

There has been placed in the hands of your com-
mittee the report of the Board of Foreign Missions,
accompanied by the reports from the fields and the
financial report of the Foreign Mission Treasurer,
Joseph M. Steele. The financial report has been
audited and is accompanied by the auditor’s certi-
ficate.

These reports show the careful handling of the
funds by the Treasurer. They also set before us
the fact that the Board, composed of busy pastors
and men of large business affairs, are giving much
time and prayerful thought to this department of
the Church’s work. We express our confidence in
their management of the foreign mission enter-
prise of the Church. We sympathize with them
in the many perplexing problems that come before
them in their administration, and we rejoice with
them in the successes that, by the blessing of the
Lord, come to this work.

We rejoice in the answered prayers for the return
of comparative peace and quiet to the field in China.
We realize that a great day of opportunity has
dawned on our Mission in China. Heathenism is
rapidly breaking down, and the opportunity pre-
sents itself, as never before, for a forward move-
ment in China. We call on the Church to pray
and to give that this golden opportunity may not
pass by unimproved. In the Levant field, we note
encouraging conditions along with the difficulties
that have long existed. Here, too, there is indica-
tion of a better day.

One of the matters of interest in connection with
this field was the visit to latakia and Cyprus by
Dr. and Mrs. J. M. Blackwood. At no little expense
and inconvenience, they turned aside from the
beaten path of the Mediterranean tour to make
these visits. They were greatly pleased with what

they saw of the work in their brief stay in these
flelds. By the use of their motion picture camera,
they have been able to bring back vivid impressions
of their visits. The pictures have been shown to the
Pittsburgh Women’s Presbyterial and before the
joint assembly of Synod and the Women’s Synodi-
cal. We commend very highly the interest these
friends have taken in this part of our foreign mis-
sion field. We commend our entire foreign mission
project to the constant prayer support of the entire
Church, and to the sacrificial giving of our people.

The Foreign Mission Board is confronting a seri-
ous problem in regard to the return of missionaries
at home on furlough and the adequate financing of
the work. They have passed this problem on to
Synod, with an earnest request for guidance in it3
solution. We embody this problem in certain reso-
lutions that we are presenting to Synod. It is in-
separably linked up with the problem of the Bud-
get of the Church.

We recommend:

I. That, nothwithstanding the serious cut made
this year in the askings of the Board, the appro-
priation for foreign missions remain for this year
as reported by the Coordinating Committee.

II. Synod reaffirms its previous action that, in
rro-rating the budget, bequests are not to be taken
into account during the current year, and further
recommends that the Coordinating Committee shall
not hereafter take bequests into account in form-
ing the budget.

III. We recommend that all missionaries on the
roll who wish to return be retained for return to
the field as fast as funds are available.

IV. We recommend the careful cultivation of
the missionary spirit among our young people in
Sabbath Schools, Young People’s Societies, Confer-
ences, and from the pulpit, in order that future
giving may be stimulated and that recruits be forth-
coming for the field when needed.

V. We authorize the Foreign Mission Board to
make special appeals to individuals and to organi-
zations, over and above the budget appropriations,
for meeting the needs of the field, and that, in the
spirit of fairness, a like privilege be granted to all
causes represented in the budget.

VI. That the Board be given the opportunity to
explain to Synod their policy regarding certain un-
used designated funds in their possession.

VII. That M. M. Pearce, T. M. Slater, R. A. Blair,
Evan W. Jones, A. J. Harding, and William H. Lin-
son, whose membership on the Board has expired,
be chosen their own successors.

VIII. That F. M. Wilson be appointed to repre-
sent the Board on the floor of Synod.






