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THE FLAG OF THE CROSS
BY H. H. SMITH.

Tt/TANY of our readers—but not all perhaps—are ac-
-*•*-*- quainted with the following naval custom:
"There is one flag, and but one in the world, which can
ever fly over the Stars and Stripes. That is the flag
of the Christian Cross—a white flag on a blue field—
which is flown every Sabbath morning on shipboard
at the hour of divine service. The national standard
comes down; the flag of the Cross goes up the halyards,
.and the Stars and Stripes ascend again to the place
just beneath the emblem of worship."

Our sailors and soldiers are taught great veneration
for the Stars and Stripes, and this custom of elevating"
the flag of the Cross above the flag of the country has
no doubt impressed them with the incomparable value

; of the religious truths for which the Cross stands.
The Cross stands for justice and good will toward

all mankind, and the daily practice of the golden rule.
|The observance of these tenets of the Christian faith
|by all nations would mean the abolishment of war
from the earth. The present trouble in Manchuria has

srevealed a fine spirit among the Chinese and Japanese
Christians of the countries involved. A telegram sent
by the Federation of Chinese Churches of Peiping to
the National Christian Council of Japan says: "Whole
Chinese nation greatly disturbed by present Manchur-
ian situation. Chinese Christians appeal to the Chris-
tians of Japan to make common cause advocating that
their respective governments take peaceful means to
settle Chinese-Japanese questions, preserving friend-
ship between two neighboring peoples."
* Let China and Japan become thoroughly Christian,

and war between them would be impossible. The same
-would be true of every other country. Wars have oc-
curred because even the most moral and religious coun-
iries of the world have not always acted toward each
other in a thoroughly Christian manner. These Chinese

and Japanese Christians give every evidence of being
true Christians when, in such a trying crisis, they make
an urgent appeal that "peaceful means" be employed
to settle the vexed questions, and thus "preserve friend-
ship" between the two nations. That is the spirit of
Christianity.

The flag of the Cross stands for the sacredness of
man—every man. A thoughtful writer has said: "Jesus
brought the idea of the sacredness of man to the world
when He became man; He exalted humanity. Tacitus
tells us that because a slave killed his master, 600 in-
nocent slaves were killed. Plutarch says Flaminius
put a slave to death for the entertainment of his friend
who had never witnessed a death scene, and Pollio, the
stoic, fed his fishes with the limbs of his slaves."

Westminster Abbey holds the dust of a man whom
England delights to honor, because he believed in the
sacredness of man—even the African savage. It was
not solely as an explorer and geographer that England
honored David Livingstone. His zeal and sacrificial
labors in behalf of the oppressed savages of the Dark
Continent, who were hunted like wild beasts and sold
into the most barbaric forms of slavery, touched the
hearts of his countrymen. In every African native,
however vile and degraded in the sight of civilized
man, Livingstone saw a brother man. There is no
puzzle as to why this man of such eminent talents sac-
rificed his life for the benighted tribes of Africa. He
knew Jesus Christ and all the Cross stands for. "I am
a missionary, heart and soul," he said. "God had an
only Son and He was a missionary and physician. A
poor, poor imitation of Him I am, or wish to be. In
this service I hope to live; in it I wish to die."

Let us pray that "the flag of the Cross may fly above
the flags of all nations, and that He whose conquering
sign it is may rule the earth."
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Our Nicosia School For Girls.
American Academy for Girls,

November 16, 1931.
To the "Women of the

Covenanter Church,
Dear Friends:

I am writing to you because the
Girls' School in Nicosia is your
school. You have made it possible
by your support. Whether due to
modesty or because they are too
busy, I feel your representatives
have not kept you fully informed of
the work that is being done here. I
am amazed myself at the quality
and quantity of it, and 1 feel im-
pelled to pass on to you some per-
tinent facts about your school which
I have learned since coming here.

As you know, the school was started
in 1922 by Miss Lola Weir and Miss
Ada Wilson, capable, efficient, and
consecrated missionaries. The school
was founded that an opportunity
might be provided for teaching the
Bible and doing evangelistic work.
Those standards are the same today
as then. A start was made in a rent-
ed building with 8 pupils. Today,
there are 124 pupils, including 8
boarders; and the same building is
in use.

A moderately large fee is charged
and the school is absolutely self-sup-
porting, with the exception of the
salaries you pay to the American
teachers. This year the salaries of
13 teachers out of 15, wages of two
servants, overhead expenses, includ-
ing rent of $750, and expenses of
the boarding department for 14 peo-
ple, will be paid from fees received.
Also a goodly sum is being put aside
each year towards a new building
which is badly needed.

The school is unique in the respect
that it draws many girls from the in-
telligentsia of the Island. In order
to insure pupils coming, there must
be a really good school—one that
will compare favorably with other
schools of the Island. For this rea-
son, many other subjects must be
taught. Although the language of the
school is English, as we have Greek,
Armenian, and Turkish girls, those
languages must be taught; and be-
cause French is a very popular lan-
guage, there must be a French teach-
er if the school is to be kept up to
standard.

All of these teachers are paid from
fees received. They are all earnest,
conscientious teachers, giving every
evidence of Christian character and
conduct, although all arc not Pro-
testants. Some are members of our
own Church in Nicosia.

The girls range from kindergarten
tiu-e to fourth form, which corre-

sponds to third year high school at
home. They are eager to learn, re-
sponsive, diligent students, and as
lovable as they can be.

This, then, is the foundation for
Bible teaching. From first year to
last a girl would be in the school 13
years. Some are here that long.
Most of them are here at least five
years, and every year every pupil
has a course in Bible study one hour
every day, and she must learn by
heart five Bible verses a week.
When a girl is here for the last five
years only, she has committed to
memory 750 Bible verses. At the
end of each semester, she has to take
an examination in this memory work.
Who can estimate the power and in-
fluence of that many Bible verses
committed to memory? This pupil
has had one year's course—one hour
a day—in Old Testament History;
one year's course—one hour a day—
in the Life of Christ; one year's
course—one hour a day—in the
Apostolic Leaders; and one year's
course—one hour a clay—in individ-
ual book study—i. e., Mark, He-
brews, or other books. The senior
class has a year's work—two hours
a week—in Pilgrim's Progress, and
a one year's course—two hours a
week—in Christian Life and Con-
duct. In the latter course, Miss Mc-
Crea has started an experimental
class once a week, in which each
girl brings in a child off the street
and a class similar to the Daily Va-
cation Bible work at home is con-
ducted for their benefit. The girls
are much interested in this class.
Then there are courses in Pleasures
of Life; What a Young Girl Ought
to Know; and What a Young Wom-
an Ought to Know; the two latter
by Dr. Mary Wood Allen, the
world's superintendent of the purity
department of the W. C. T. U. There
are many opportunities for teaching
the Bible in these courses. All the
Bible and these other courses men-
tioned, with the exception of Pleas-
ures of Life, are taught by your mis-
sionaries.

There are, of course, chapel exer-
cises every morning, and in the eve-
ning, boarders and resident teachers
gather for evening worship. On
Sabbath, the boarders—eight in
number—attend our Covenanter
Sabbath School and Church services.
On Sabbath afternoon there are jun-
ior and senior Y. W. C. A. Societies,
•which are distinctly religious in
their character. In the evening
there is the Young People's Society.
This latter is not compulsory for the
boarders.

No one graduates from the school
who has not been offered an oppor-

tunity to accept Christ as her only
Mediator. The girls have been
taught the truth and the whole truth
as it is in Christ Jesus. They are
taught what the application of the
principles of Jesus to daily living
means. They know the truth. There
are many evidences of changed lives.
There is no doubt that the school
exercises a very great influence on
the lives of these girls.

In Miss McCrea, you have a most
efficient and devoted directress who
yields to no one a jot or tittle of her
principles. She is on her job all the
time. I wish you could sit where I
do each morning and look into the
bright, interested faces of these girls.
You would be just as enthusiastic
as I am, I know.

I shall be glad to answer any ques-
tions any of you may be disposed
to ask about this work.

Yours in His service,
MARY J. MCCARROLL.

Further News From Man-
churia.

Tsitsihar, Manchuria,
November 24. 1931.

Dear Friends in the Home Church:
No doubt the newspapers in the

U. K. A. have reported some of the
events in this part of the world. The
readers of the Covenanter Witness
may be interested, however, in a
short account of what has been go-
ing on in our own Manchurian field.

On November 14, we received a
telegram from the American Consu-
late in Harbin advising us to leave
Tsitsihar as soon as possible and to
go either to Harbin or to Angangki,
the latter being the town on the Chi-
nese Eastern (Trans-Siberian) Rail-
way which connects by a branch line
with Tsitsihar, and about 15 miles
from this city. It was too late to
go that evening, so we decided, some-
what reluctantly, to go the next day.
We did not wish to leave, on account
of the expense, trouble, and inter-
ruption in our language study, but
decided it would be best to follow
the advice of the consulate. The
three ladies and Mrs. Shue, a Chris-
tian, wife of the postmaster of Tsi-
tsihar, went to Harbin and are still
there. The writer went to Angang-
ki hoping to be able to return to Tsi-
tsihar in a day or two. He took up
his abode in a Russian-Jewish hotel
in Angangki. Here he also had an
opportunity to present the Gospel
message to some Jews. The pro-
prietor is an old man, unable to read
because his eyes are almost blind
with cataracts. He is very familiar

(Continued on page 13)
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En Avant!
An evil course, if persisted in, has a tendency to

blind the eyes of those who pursue it, blind their eyes
to its evil character. Many otherwise excellent gentle-
men, having been for long- time addicted to the use of
tobacco, truthfully declare they can see no harm in the
habit. Many otherwise kindly and even philanthropic
men, served from childhood by slave labor, knowing
no better, no other economic system than that based
on slavery, regarded slavery as a divine institution,
and as such defended it with their logic and their lives.
That no war was ever justified is a statement repeat-
edly made in these days of spreading pacifism. It is a
statement difficult to prove in the light of the Biblical
narrative. But the vehemence and the extravagance
of the statement are easily understood. War came to
be, not a method, but practically the method of settling
international difficulties, the method readily resorted
to while yet but little or no effort had been put forth
to arrive' at an amicable settlement. And war, thus
lightly declared, rapidly became what Sherman said it
was. Yet war, even such warfare, had its Bernhardi.
And Bernhardi had his forerunners and has his fol-
lowers, his teachers and his disciples. The Navy
League is still operative. An evil course, persisted m,
makes blind to its evil character those who pursue it.

Blindness to the character of the course we pursue
will not alter the logic of events. Each path m life
leads in a well denned direction. The longer we travel
any given path the nearer we approach its terminus.
If the road leads down-hill, we may stop before we
reach the pit into which it would eventually lead us,
but, having journeyed down-hill, we need not be sur-
prised to discover that we have arrived at low alti-
tudes.

We have conducted the education of our public
school system on a basis that is largely secular. In a
lar<*e measure, we have banished the study of the Bible
from our schools. In many of them, it is not even
read And we are reaping the natural fruit of such a

in the character of our citizenry. Thank God,
, . a n awakening on the part of many to the dan-

f the course we have been pursuing in this mat-
gei> °nd a growing demand for Christian teaching in

our public schools. But, though we are calling a halt
to our downward course, we have already reached low
levels. We have trained a generation of school teach-
ers very many of whom are not qualified to give the
desired instruction in Bible and Christian ethics.

For .years, we threw about the liquor traffic the pro-
tection of our laws. Possibly, in some degree, it was
in ignorance that we did it. To some, it began to ap-
pear that we would not, could not escape the fatal
consequence of our national .folly. But at long last we
called a legal stop to our suicidal course. Some per-
sist in violating the prohibitory statutes. Naturally!
What else could we expect? We had reached extreme-
ly low levels. Bootlegging, complicating as it does the
enforcement of the Eighteenth Amendment, is a child
of the saloon. The liquor traffic always was the fos-
tering father of lawlessness. We have decreed the ban-
ishment of the parent. The offspring is yet with us,
and crying for the return of its parent.

It is but the logic of events. Every hour's delay in
effecting any needed reform but lengthens the road
we must travel on our return.

The nations have long delayed acknowledging the
divine source of all authority in civic affairs, have en-
acted statutes contradictory to the divine law, and have
refused to enthrone God's King. The Seabury investi-
gation in New York City is but one of many incidents
that reveal to what low levels of civic virtue we have
descended. "But forty days—and overthrow!" Sure-
ly the time is short in which to put a stop to our down-
ward course and avoid catastrophe. "Blindness in
part is happened to Israel." Even some devout Chris-
tians, imbued with the secular theory of the State, are
blinded to the regal claims of Christ the King, and ob-
livious to the fundamental danger of the course the
nations are pursuing. When, from time to time, some
element of the dangerous situation of the nations is
revealed, spasmodic efforts at reform are made. A
World Court, a League of Nations is erected. But the
effort at reform is built on the very same foundation
that made the present reform necessary. A League
of Nations to deliver from the evil results of secular-
ism is built on a secular foundation. And the present
imbroglio in Manchuria and North China is revealing
the inherent weakness of such a league. Certainly
there are difficulties in the way of a radical reform.
Christ cannot be enthroned over our nation or any
nation without effort. But as long as we dwell in a
swamp, we shall inhale its miasma and suffer from
malaria. The course of wisdom is to seek higher
ground. The way is rugged and the journey toilsome.
But dwellers in the lowlands attain the mountain
heights only by climbing. And the longer we dwell in
the swamp the more debilitated we become and the
more toilsome the journey will be.

North Atlantic Students League.
Sir Wilfred Grenfell's expanding vision of world

service is to find further concrete manifestation in an-
other organization, this of students in secondary
schools, high schools, colleges, and universities. Mem-
bership will be confined to schools in the United States,
Canada, Newfoundland, and England. The name of
the organization will be North Atlantic Students
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League of International Cooperation. The purpose of
the league will be the study of foreign affairs and the
promotion of intelligent and friendly international re-
lations between North Atlantic nations and all nations
of the world. The society will function under the aus-
pices of the Yale Round Table of International Rela-
tions and of the Connecticut Secondary Schools So-
ciety.

Those leading in the formation of the organization
state that "the society is being built upon a framework
of secondary schools, colleges, and universities in the
countries named already organized by their contact
with Sir Wilfred and his work. The presence in Lab-
rador each summer of some seventy students from uni-
versities and schools aiding Sir Wilfred in his work,
and the organized work carried on throughout the year
in innumerable schools, colleges, and universities in
all these countries for the relief of Labrador, creates
a natural skeleton for the organization of a society de-
voted to international interests and foreign affairs.

"Sir Wilfred, in his great work, recognizes a grow-
ing need that North Atlantic nations shall work in har-
mony for the common objective of world peace and
friendly international relationship. Thus Sir Wilfred,
in organizing' the society in question, will be taking
his life work the one step further demanded by pres-
ent world conditions. He has for years inspired count-
less students and prepared them for better meeting
world responsibilities."

Federated Forces For Prohibition.
BY REV. E. A. CROOKS, D. D.

The Federated Forces for Prohibition gave their
three day program in New Castle, Pa., December 9, 10,
and 11. The speakers divide into three teams, each
team appearing for a day. The personnel of the first
team is Mr. Robert Ropp and Col. Raymond Robbins;
the second, Miss Norma Brown and Dr. Ira Landrith;
and the third, Hon. Oliver W Stewart and Dr. Daniel
Poling. Mi-. Ropp is an exceptionally talented young
man who has just completed his collegiate work. He
is the special speaker for the youth section. Miss
Brown is an experienced reform speaker. The other
speakers are all veterans in the prohibition cause. The
program is built for cumulative effect, and certainly
meets expectations. It is a very fine presentation of
the underlying principles of prohibition and of the
causes that brought it about. It furnishes a complete
answer to the current objections that are being made
against it. The entire program is masierful and con-
vincing.

The program of the Allied Forces for Prohibition
is the most extensive and most concentrated ever un-
dertaken in behalf of the cause. It began early in
September and is to continue, with a brief intermis-
sion during the holidays, until the tenth of June, ten
months in all. It was inaugurated at Columbus, Ohio.
Its first sweep was across the continent to Los Angeles,
up the coast to Seattle, back across the northern bor-
der to Boston, up through New England, visiting the
principal cities. A second sweep took them as far
south as Nashville and Little Hock, and west to St.
Louis. Originally the itinerary included 261 cities. It
is being enlarged to 450. Everywhere, the attendance

has been gratifying. It has commanded attention
from the unfriendly metropolitan press.

The group luncheons are an attractive part of the
program. There are three of these. The luncheon for
young people is addressed by Mr. Ropp. That for the
vomen is addressed by Miss Brown. Dr. Poling ad-
dresses the luncheon for men. On the last day in New
Castle, two hundred representative business and pro-
fessional men sat around the tables in the First Chris-
tian Church. In a most pleasing and convincing way,
Dr. Poling presented the advantages of prohibition to
them. Hon. Oliver W. Stewart and Dr. Poling were
the speakers on the closing evening. Their addresses
were a real climax to the three days' program.

The entire program is vigorous intellectually. The
speakers have thought their subjects through. Their
arguments are sound economically. They have the im-
pelling power of genuine patriotism. They give proper
emphasis to the moral implications of prohibition. To
make the program as nearly ideal as one could expect,
the messages all have geuine spiritual power.

Among the Nazarenes.
BY REV. W. A. AIKIX.

The Church of the Nazarene represents one of the
latest waves of Wesleyanism. It expresses a reaction
against modern apostasy from the faith of the Gospel,
and lays emphasis upon Gospel holiness. As a Church
it is intensely evangelistic. During the summer season,
when many Churches have largely ceased their activi-
ties, the Church of the Nazarene is doubling her activi-
ties to preach the Gospel to the poor. Separation from
secret societies, non-use of tobacco, and non-participa-
tion in worldly amusements are made conditions of
Church membership. In harmony with the spirit of
the Church, money is not lavished on places of wor-
ship, and the salaries ministers receive are not exorbi-
tant. This religious body does not place the emphasis
on intellectual attainments that the Unitarian Church
does. But it does insist that the fear of the Lord shall
be regarded as the beginning of wisdom. Though less
than forty years old, this denomination now has seven
colleges. These she considers indispensable in pro-
tecting her young people against modern infidelity. In
the past twenty-five years, the membership of this
Church has increased tenfold.

Like all other Pro-Millennial bodies, the Nazarenes
look askance upon any movement which would lead
believers to exercise faith in political reform measures
They regard the present existing governments as a
part of the expression of anti-Christ in the world, and
give no thought to reforming them. In approaching
these people on the subject of civil government, the
testimony of the Reformed Presbyterian Church is
unique, in that it is not a plea for municipal reform
or civic righteousness, although these things are in-
volved in it. But it is a Gospel appeal for a nation,
as a moral being, to acknowledge its accountability to
God and recognize Jesus Christ, whom God hathf
clothed with authority and made Mediator between
God and man. It defines the attitude which nations
are manifesting toward Christ in terms and principles
of the Gospel. As a testimony, it is evangelical
throughout. Morover, it is a testimony which does




