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=) HERE is no limit of time in the commission which Christ

gives to His Church. He does not tell His disciples

=23 that they are to preach and teach for one century, for
five centuries, for twenty centuries, and then pause to wait for
the restoration of the kingdom. On the contrary, He says that
it is not for them "'to know the times or the seasons, which the
Father hath put in His own power." The one thing for them to
do is to go, and keep on going; to preach, and keep on preach-
ing; for if they do this He will be with them even unto the end of
the world. The commission is universal and perpetual. The limit
of space is the globe itself. The limit of time is all the time there
is. Until the end of the world is reached, the commission runs,
"Go ye therefore and disciple all nations."

—Henry Van Dyke's Brief for Foreign Missions.
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The Ministry of Reconciliation in South China.

That God in Christ is still engaged in the great work
of reconciling the world to Himself is evidenced by
the fact that His ambassadors are going forth in itiner-
ating bands beseeching men to be reconciled to God.
In all things they approve themselves as the ministers
of God in mueh patience, in afflictions, in necessities,
in watchings, by kindness, by the Holy Spirit, by love
unfeigned, by the word of truth, by the power of God,
as poor yet making many rich.

The following excerpts from the quarterly reports
of our missionaries in South China will be read with
interest. It will be seen that the failure to return to
the field our missionaries now home on furlough is like-
ly to have a depressing effect upon the whole Chinese
Church. A novel experiment in what might be called
a Week End Bible School is set forth, and experiences
in itinerating evangelism are narrated.

From Mr. Kempf's Report.

The School Board made renewed effort to open a
Bible School at Tak Hing for the young Christians in
this part of our field. The school opened February 25
with ten students present. By the middle of Mareh,
there was an attendance of 22. The object of the
school is to give the young people of the Church an op-
portunity to receive systematic instruction in the
Scriptures, and also training in such other subjects as
will help them to become intelligent, self-supporting
Christians. Our hope is that during the three years
course they will not only acquire a good knowledge
of the Scriptures but will also become eager for and
seek occasion to teach them to others.

‘We are indeed sorry to learn from the Board’s letter
of February 12 that, because of financial difficulties, it
will be Impossible for you to return to the field those
missionaries who are home on furlough. Such news
will have a very depressing effect on the whole Chinese
Church as well as upon the missionaries on the field.
We pray that the home Chureh may soon find velief
from the present distress.

From Mr. J. C. Mitchel’s Report.

Yon may know that to suddenly hear of the finan-
cial deficit facing the Board, and to learn of their de-
cision not to return workers now at home, nor send out
new workers until such obligations could be met,
brought with it considerable of a shock and depression.
Even after having had time to think the matter over,
I am still in a quandary as to how best plan my time
and efforts in view of the serious situation facing. us.
I had so hoped for new workers with whom I could
share the stupendous task of evangelistic work among
men. May the Lord forgive me if I have been looking
to such help more than placing myself in the position
of greater power in the Lord. However, the serious
problem of so few workers confronts me.

_An itinerary was planned and ecarvied out in the
western section of the Wan Fau district during a por-
tion of January. Tt happened at a time when the farm-
ers were busy and could not leave their work. In
this section there are many smaller villages without
any special centers. Qur meetings, therefore, were
considered rather small by way of numbers, but we
tried to multiply them by visiting a great number of

villages. One day we must have passed through about
twenty villages. Meetings were not held in all, but
we did try to see some one in each place to whom we
could tell a few words of the Gospel, and leave some
literature. I think it was one of the most strenuous
trips 1 have ever taken, but the interest was encour-
aging. A special encouragement of this trip was to
have with our group one of our laymen who is a na-
tive of one of the communities visited, and acquainted
with many in other communities. Largely through this
man’s efforts, three men from this region have been
converted and received into the Church. A few others
are preparing for entrance. It was good to see the
earnestness shown by this man in personal talks with
the people we met along the way. Few opportunities
were lost, and many sought, to speak of Jesus Christ.
It is bard to say when we will be able to return to this
section again.
From Dr. Dickson’s Report.

During the past quarter we have noticed a marked
increase in the number of tubercular patients coming
for treatment. The ravages of hookworm among the
country patients is easily the greatest health problem
we have to face. Our maternity department continues
to serve the community in keeping down the death
rate from infantile tetanus. An epidemic of smallpox
in towns west of us carried off many children and not
a few adults. Hundreds have been vaccinated in the
hospital out-patient department during these months.
Buboniec plague is now presenting itself as our great
menace for the next month or two. So far this year
we have only seen one recovery from this devastating
disease.

Daily efforts to reach our out-patients with the Gos-
pel through preaching the Word and literature have
been pressed by the hospital staff. The in-patients
have been given the Gospel message by personal effort
as well as during the morning and evening service.
We have found a most congenial group of listeners,
but have been couscious of the lack of that deeper con-
vietion that one longs to see in the hearts of those who
profess to believe. It is the burden of our prayers that
we may see a greater manifestation of changed hearts
during the months that ave still ahead of us.

From Miss Barr’s Report.

Our hospital work in Tak Hing has come to a stand-
still for the present. The newly elected Board of Di-
rectors, at their first meeting in January, after care-
ful, prayerful consideration, decided to dismiss the
Chinese doctor and staff, and the hospital was closed
for repairs. We hoped, when the repairs were com-
pleted, to get a doctor and go on with the work. But
we found that to invite a Chinese doctor trained in
Western medicine required sums far beyond our abil-
ity to pay. Moreover, we learned that it is almost im-
possible to secure a trustworthy Christian doctor at any
price. There is now in Canton only one Christian in-
stitution for training doctors, the Hackett Women’s
Medical College, which is associated with the Gregg
Memorial Hospital for Women. To secure one of the
graduates of this school who has had some experience
would require six or seven times the amount paid to
the man doctor formerly employed here. Our Chinese

(Continued on page 6)
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""Can't Enforce Commandments."

A Washington despatch published in the newspapers
contained the following news. The Interstate Com-
merce Commission on June 22 upheld the contentions
of the Pennsylvania Railroad that the Commission was
without authority “to enforce the Ten Commandments,
or any one of them.” A petition filed by Noah Cooper,
of Nashville, was therefore dismissed by the Commis-
sion. Mr. Cooper’s petition prayed that the Commis-
sion require all railroads to discontinue train service
on the Sabbath except in cases of emergency or for
charitable purposes. Mr. Cooper contended that the
ills of the railroads are directly traceable to their vio-
lation of the divine command to keep the Sabbath holy.

This is but another decision added to the growing
list of decisions that serve to emphasize the absolutely
secular basis of our federal organization and its method
of operation. Our courts and commissions are without
constitutional authority to enforce any law of God as
such.

Christless Sophisticates.

So Dr. William Chalmers (‘overt characterized men
and women who have been highly trained intellectually
at the expense of their souls. And he added this fur-
ther characterization, “educated ruffians.” Dr. Covert
is (eneral Secretary of the Preshbyterian Board of
Christian Education. He was addressing the (eneral
Assembly of his Chnreh, meeting in Denver.

Dr. Covert decries “culture without Christ.” As re-
sponsible for the growth of such culture, he blames col-
leges, Churches, and homes. “Brains are being devel-
oped by every known device of modern education, and
then we are seeing these same brains at work in soclety,
in business, and in polities without the moral restraint
and discipline of religion,” he affirmed. “We are en-
dowing this wonderful generation with a knowledge
of facts. but are not endowing it with a sense of God
as the seat and source of moral authority, and we are
paying the price. We have Christless mien of letters,
Christless professors and philosophers, Christless lead-
ers in business, and Christless politicians. We have
sophisticated writers exploiting in hooks and maga-

zines pagan ideals of thought, Godless schemes of phil-
osophy, cynical creeds, articles full of disillusionment
and despair, immoral codes of marriage and social liv-
ing.” All these, he holds responsihle for the present
deplorable condition of the world. Christianity must
supplant paganism in this country if we are to avoid
chaos.

Miss Maggie B. Edgar.

The following appreciation of Miss Edgar was read
before the Iowa Women's Preshyterial by Mrs. Mar-
garet M. Willson, and requested for publication.

My first acquaintance with Miss Edgar was when
I was a girl down here at Sharon, riding one day with
Mr. and Mrs. McGaw and taking Miss Edgar to make
some calls on the Sharon people. I don’t remember
where we went or whom we saw, but I do remember
listening to Miss Edgar. The rest of us didn’t say
much except to ask questions now and then. The im-
pressions received that day have stayed with me, and
here they are.

Her great, unmistakable love for those friends of
hers over yonder in Syria. She felt that they were
precious to Jesus Christ. At that time her work was
in the Boys’ School, and when I read Jean Smith’s let-
ter telling of her last day in Latakia, how she had
gone to the Boys’ School and asked, “Are there any
sick boys in the school today?” I thought, How char-
acteristic of Miss Edgar! Whether in the school room,
the houses of the people, the clinies, in the hospital,
or meeting with friends, she was ever thus. Every
day, every hour brought, strangely blended, lights
and shadows, joy and sorrow, hope and despair. She
met them all with that unmistaken love and kindly
sympathy for her people. “Are there any sick and
needing me today?”’

I do not know how many seasons of massacre, of
war, of pestilence, of fear, she passed through. I won-
der how often she was awakened at night and went
down to quiet a crowd of restless, frightened people,
seeking safety at the mission! I wonder how much
milk she distributed to sick babies! To how many
stricken homes she hurried to offer comfort and peace!
How mawny shops and prisons she visited with tracts
and leaflets and a word in season! How many trips
she made to the villages. long rides on horseback! To
how many women and girls she read the Word and
conversed with them! How many callers she received
and welcomed! As many as two hundred on one New
Year’s Day. The eall came to her, “Come over and
help us.” She went, alwayvs feeling her unworthiness.
She was humble. Our Lord needs humble people. In
fact, He cannot use any one else. His strength is made
perfect in weakness.

She was a woman of strong faith. In her trying
times of serviece, alone, banished outside the mission
compound, facing hunger, famine, disease, and death,
who could face it without faith? She was quiet, calm,
never easily excited, trusting and trustworthy.

She followed Christ at a sacrifice and found joy in
sach service. She preferred to remain in Svria rather
than return fo America to rest. Nhe stayed. She
worked on and met the high cost of serviee. Our
Savior is able to make even the wrath of men to praise
Him.
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Synod's Action on Foreign Missions.

In adopting the report of the Committee on Foreign
Missions, Synod adopted the following recommenda-
tions:

With reference to the question raised at last Synod,
“Shall we continue school work or change to the evan-
gelistic basis?’ we recommend that the unanimous
judgment of the missionaries at Suk el Gharb be
adopted; viz., “We regard this statement as setting
forth an opposition between school and evangelistic
work which in reality does not exist. The mission
school, when manned by consecrated men and women,
is a channel of direct evangelism. It is the unanimous
view of this conference that it is not a question of the
choice of one to the exclusion of the other, but that
the work in both these aspects should be vigorously
prosecuted.”

We recognize the need for schools and rejoice that
they have aided greatly in opening the way for con-
tacts throughout the Island and that now, through
these contacts, there is the opportunity for a broader
evangelistic eampaign throughout the Island.

We should curtail education as such and give great-
er attention to the direct evangelizafion of the Island.
Therefore we instruct the Foreign Mission Board to
enjoin our missionaries in Cyprus to:

1. Man the schools as soon as possible with Protest-
ant teachers.

2. Rearrange the curriculum so that more Bible and
less languages and sciences will be taught.

3. Use the bulk of the funds from the American
Church to prosecute a vigorous evangelistic program
throughout the Island.

4. Press forward the plans for an evangelistic pro-
gram to cover the Island as rapidly as possible.

That the Board be granted authority to use the Mer-
sine Hospital Fund, in whole or in part, for the con-
struction and equipment of a modest tuberculosis sana-
torium in North Syria, if and when its support can be
guaranteed from Syrian sources; and that the Board
be authorized to use as much of the Tarsus Building
Fund as may be necessary for the equipment of a sum-
mer Bible Training Institute in the State of Latakia.

That an appeal be made for specially designated
gifts to provide for the return of Miss Reah McElroy
to the field, so that Miss Elizabeth McElroy may be re-
leased for the Bible work among women which was so
ably carried on by our beloved Miss Edgar.

Inasmuch as languages and customs of the people
as between Syria and the Island of Cyprus are so dif-
ferent, and the distance of travel so great, Synod de-
cided to appoint separate commissions, one in each
field.

The year 1932 marks the seventy-fifth anniversary
of the inauguration of foreign missions by our Church.
In order that worthy notice might be taken by Synod
of this occasion, an hour was designated and Dr. T. M.
Slater was appointed to address the court on the sub-
ject. It was suggested that this anniversary should
be suitably observed in our Churches and mission sta-
tions.

Rev. Walter McClurkin, of Coldenham, and Rev. R.
M. C. Ward, of Newburgh, were added to the Board
of Foreign Missions.

Home Missions.

The Committee on Home Missions made the follow-
ing report to Synod. The report was adopted.

Two papers, the report of the Jewish Mission Board
and the report of the Board of Home Missions, have
been reviewed by this committee. These manusecripts
reflect the anxieties of our times. However, even pro-
saic statistics and facts cannot conceal the quiet un-
dertone of courageous optimism among the workers
concerned in our report. We have been accustomed
to go back 250 years for examples of heroism. In these
reports, your committee discovered evidences of pres-
ent day faith deserving of the passing tribute of this
Synod.

Three missions reported through their respective
boards to this Synodical committee. The Jewish Mis-
sion carries on in a gallant manner under the faithful
leadership of Misses Annie and Elizabeth Forsyth.
These women are assisted by volunteer workers from
the Covenanter congregations in Philadelphia. Five
regular attendants have been added to the Mission
roster. A group of Russian evangelicals are using the
mission building for regular (tospel meetings. They
preach to crowds in nearby parks, and our mission
staff cooperates in the circulation of the Word of God.
The salaries of the workers have been reduced. Yet
the mention of material want is made with striking
modesty, and cheer is manifest in the recounting of
spiritual gain.

Thanksgiving and encouragement characterize the
report of the Indian Mission. Mr. Adams was able to
report a new high mark in the number of communi-
cants at the fall communion, fifty-nine. New members
are being received into the Church from among the
voung Indians. Cottage prayer meetings, regular ser-
vices at the mission church, preaching at the govern-
ment school in Fort Sill are facts from the report
which indicate the aggressive features of our Okla-
homa mission. The missionaries ask for no appropria-
tion this year.

More serious problems have arvisen in the Southern
Mission at Selma. The “hard times” have seriously
handicapped all activities in the South. The Board
agreed to ask Synod to discontinue the six lower
grades. Forty-nine members of the Selma congrega-
tion signed a petition to our Home Missions Board
urging that the work go on. They rallied to the sup-
port of the Church by agreeing to assume the entire
responsibility of conducting the lower grades for the
next year. They promised not to curtail their support
of the budget. This matter will be presented in one of
the recommendations to follow. In spite of the ap-
parent hardships of the work at Selma, we are grate-
ful to Almighty God for the spiritual prosperity grant-
ed to the mission workers last year. Ten united with
the Church. Fifty or sixty attend the mid-week pray-
er meetings. The C. Y. P. U. group numbers about
forty-six. Dr. Johnston is eager to go forward in spite
of difficulties.

Most serious of all matters presented to the Commit-
tee on Home Missions was the problem of reducing the
supplements granted to aid-receiving congregations in
the home_ field. It is evident that such retrenchment
Is unpleasant to everyone concerned. Qur only excuse






