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From Middle Age Forward

The leaves from tips of boughs
are gone.

The wind has whipped them far
more fiercely

Than those within the trees’
embrace.

They first showed color and
felt encroach of winter in
loss of life-sustaining
sap.

When comes the snow, all
leaves are gone

And trees stand naked and
revealed;

Then scarcely for bare boughs
supply the need.

There were concerns L had in
surging youth and calm
maturity

Which now | leave to others or
ignore,

Do llike trees now feel the
first chill wind of death

And draw back sap of effort
and concern?

No, Lord, I pray You still my
heart before | draw within
myself alone

And let me die with all my
leaves!

Tobey Gault




Ronald W. Nickerson

A ‘Word
“Due

Witness in '79

One clear outcome of the discussions at this year’s
Synod was the fact that all the departments of the church
were asked to tighten their belts and to keep down expen-
ditures just as much as possible. At its December meeting
the Board of Education and Publication took a careful
look at how this applied to their work. It was decided that
the interests of the church would be served best by mak-
ing some changes in the size of the issues of the Witness
for 1979. The Board concluded that it would be good to
have some material coming from the church as regularly
as possible in order to strengthen our ties and to keep the
whole body informed of what the church is doing. So, it
was determined that we would still publish the Witness
every two weeks. Because of rising costs and budget revi-
sion, however, we will be cutting back on the size of every
other issue. This issue, for example, contains 16 pages as
usual. But, the next issue in January will be shortened to 4

pages. We are not intending to cut back on the amount of
church news printed, but merely to publish fewer full
length articles. Maybe all of us will be able to read
through our Witnesses then, before another one gets to
us and has to wait around in the magazine rack to be read.

Our goals for 1979 include expanded and more up-to-
date news coverage of denominational and congregational
activity. The change in printing methods will mean that
the Witness should be able to carry ‘‘fresher’’ news and
reach you quicker than before. (We do want, here, to ex-
press our real thanks to Dave and Pat Patterson for their
faithful and dedicated work on the Witness for over 15
years. They have asked to be relieved of preparing the
Witness because of health and schedule problems. As of
late 1978 the Witness is being printed and mailed locally.)

As a reader of the Witness your part will be to let us
know what type of thing you would like to see. We would
also appreciate your suggestions of those whom you
would like to have write for the Witness. This kind of
interest and cooperation is vital in keeping up the quality
of our church paper.

We ask your prayers for the Board and staff as changes
take place over the year. We also want to thank Mr. Philip
Beard, the Editorial Assistant, who is leaving for other
employment. His contributions to the Witness, though
frequently behind the scenes, have been invaluable. Ask
the Lord to make the Witness a useful tool that serves the
church in a positive, God-honoring way. And, please,
continue to ask Him how you can be a part of what the
Witness wants to do for the Lord. We need writers, we
need critics. we need faithful readers; in short, we need
you.

R.W.N.

New

Catalog
Ready

. and
COVENANT
PUBLICATIONS

Order
Your
Copy
Now

As this issue of the Witness goes to press, we have
already placed in the mail copies of the new publications
catalog of our denomination. A quantity is available for
distribution to each congregation and individual copies will
be sent upon request to the Board of Education and
Publication, 800 Wood St., Pittsburgh, Pa. 15221.

The purpose of this catalog is to let you know what
materials we have prepared for use in your church, Bible
study groups, Sabbath School, and your own home. We
should not have to mention the fact that reading of
significant Christian works should be a regular part of our
devotional life. But just in case you’re wondering how to put
ex-nap time to good use on a wintry Sabbath afternoon, may
we suggest that you browse through the new catalog and see
if there is something listed there that catches your eye.
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Lester E. Kilpatrick

THE NFD GETS RESULTS

The National Federation of
Decency has at last gotten a positive
letter of response to the letters of pro-
test to their sponsorship of TV pro-
grams majoring in sex and violence,
and Sears say that they will not be on
“‘either the violence, sex or profanity
lists (of the NFD) next January’’. The
NFD says, however, that the Ford
Motor Co. and Bic, selling pens,
lighters and shavers, are still among
the very top sponsors of objectionable
shows.

LESS HESITANT ON MARIJUANA

Robert L. Dupont, Jr., former
Director of the National Institute of
Drug Abuse, is much less hesitant to
declare marijuana use harmful than
experts were a decade ago, as research
on the effects of the drug accumul-
ates. Asked by an interviewer, ‘Do
you think many Americans underesti-
mate the dangers of marijuana?’’ he
answered, ‘‘Absolutely.”” ““What hap-
pens physically to someone when he
starts taking marijuana often?’’
DuPont; ‘‘Probably the most serious
consequence has to do with his inter-
personal relationships and his involve-
ment in what’s going on around him.
The frequent marijuana user becomes
increasingly preoccupied with himself.
He doesn’t feel the stress anymore of
situations that are normal stimuli to
problem solving, so that instead of
solving his problems with friends,
with heterosexual relationships, with
work and with family, he simply
doesn’t care about them anymore.
These anxieties that one feels are
healthy. They are the stimuli to
growth, and without them, people just
don’t grow. There’s a great myth
about the use of many drugs as sex
stimulants. The truth is that all drugs
do is reduce a person’s anxieties about
sex, so that one doesn’t really care
what happens . . . Furthermore,
there is laboratory evidence to show
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that marijuana is more likely to cause
cander-like lesions than is cigarette
smoke.”’

Some may fault DuPont for favor-
ing decriminalization of the personal
possession of marijuana. He explains,
“‘By that means ‘‘a noncriminal fine”’
for such possession, we establish that
marijuana use is prohibited behavior,
but we do not use the criminal law and
arrest records and tie up the courts to
discourage it.”’ This is not ‘‘being soft
on pot,” he says. ““Too many people
conclude that, because we have
increasing levels of marijuana use, we
will inevitably move toward legaliza-
tion.”” Rather, he says, ‘I can foresee
the time when young and old will hold
attitudes toward recreational drug use
which are similar to those now held
toward herbicides, pesticides and food
additives—they are unhealthy and
should not be used.”

MASS EXECUTIONS IN TAIWAN?

Don Luce, Co-director of Clergy
and Laity Concerned, after a trip to
Taiwan, declares that he received
first-hand reports of mass executions
and torture by the government in
Taiwan. Is our news coverage there so
inadequate and suppressive? We’ve
heard much the past two years of mass
executions and torture in Cambodia
and earlier in China, but this is the
first I've seen regarding Taiwan.
Clergy and Laity Concerned was not
heard from in defense of sufferers in
Cambodia and China. Judging from
their past activity, this organization
seems more interested in building up a
good image for world communism and
tearing down its opponents than in
being concerned for human suffering.

‘MAIL ORDER RELIGION’

The New York State Assembly has
passed a bill designed to deny religious
property tax exemptions for sects such
as the Universal Life Church. The bill
provides tax exemption only for prop-
erty held “‘in trust by a clergyman or a
minister for the benefit of members’’
of his church.

Mrs. O’Hair who has her Atheist
Church, for the same purpose, has
found support from a Christian
denomination for one of her crusades.
The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod
publication, the Lutheran Witness,
has an article protesting the state of
Texas for ignoring the violation of
anti-gambling laws where churches
operate bingo games.
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