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SKETCHES OF THE MINISTERS

PREFACE

If it is true that the history of a nation is the bio-
graphy of her great men then it is certainly true that the
records of the leaders of the Church, who have stood at the
forefront of the Church's life and labors through a genera-
tion, are worthy of being put into permanent form for the
perusal of the children and the children's children who are
to follow.

Great men are the hinges upon which history swings,
whether it be of a church or of a nation. Truth cannot
perish even under the hardest persecution or the most dis-
graceful neglect. It is still truth and will revive again
in the first congenial atmosphere. But though truth can
not die even at the hand of man, yet it can operate and
enlarge its field and develop its influence only through the
lives-and efforts of persons. God himself has spoken the
living Word to a few men and women and through that
word, given directly from God, their lives have been changed.
But the ordinary and usual way in which truth operates is
through men and women. If, then, the truth is to operate
and enlarge its field and its influence through men and
women, is it not true that those who think most clearly
and whose lives are devoted to the implanting of the truth
in the hearts and minds of others are those upon whom the
progress of the Kingdom hinges?

This could be only in a comparative degree, of course,
for behind all and through all is the Lord of Glory, who re-
deemed the Church with His own precious blood and who is
Head over all things to the Church. And it is only as Christ
by His Spirit is in the hearts of the leaders of the Church


